The cover highlights a poem by Dr. Audrey Shafer exploring the connections, communications, preparations, and activities imbedded in our anesthesia checklists and patient care. Dr. Shafer's poetry appears in numerous anthologies and her fiction on posttraumatic stress disorder in Vietnam veterans (The Mailbox) is required reading in schools across the country; meanwhile, as professor of anesthesia at Stanford School of Medicine and the Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Healthcare System, she has contributed important original research on topics ranging from the language of anesthesia care to the pharmacology of anesthetic infusions.
